The River
The name Great River Region underscores the importance of the Mississippi River and its tributaries to Southeast Iowa.  There is certainly no geographic feature that is more significant in regard to natural beauty and industrial development than the river.  The industrialization of Southeast Iowa began with products and capabilities made possible by the river.  

The significance of the Mississippi River continues to this day.  From an industrial, transportation and recreation standpoint the river is a multi-million dollar jewel that is often ignored and taken for granted by those living in its watershed.

The charts below give some indication of the importance of the Mississippi River to commerce and transportation.

Iowa Tonnage by Commodity Groups

Shipped, From and Within the State in 2005

(Values in Millions of Dollars)
	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	128,226
	1,731,683
	
	1,859,909
	$71

	Petroleum
	
	128,608
	
	128,608
	$36

	Aggregates
	126,145
	230,824
	
	356,969
	$9

	Grain
	6,732,355
	29,266
	
	6,761,621
	$1,022

	Chemicals
	113,495
	848,425
	
	961,920
	$518

	Ores/Minerals
	
	495,706
	
	495,706
	$51

	Iron/Steel
	
	136,569
	
	136,569
	$80

	Other
	302,656
	216,105
	1,405,972
	1,924,733
	$209

	Total
	7,402,877
	3,817,186
	1,405,972
	12,626,035
	$1,996


Lock and Dam 19 and 19 Tonnage

(tons in thousands)

	Lock
	Upbound
	Downbound
	Total

	Lock and Dam 19
	9,095
	14,324
	23,419

	Lock and Dam 18
	9,816
	12,811
	22,627


Over ninety billion pounds of commodities passed through Lock and Dam 18 and 19 in 2005!
Boating, fishing, hunting and escaping to a river cabin are all important recreational assets provided by the Mississippi River.  Visitors from other parts of the United States and from other nations are in awe of this treasure in our backyard.  Great River Region residents should be justifiably proud of the role the river has played in the area’s past, present and future.

