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News Release
Great River Region Partnership Strengthens Southeast Iowa
The strength of Southeast Iowa remains in its citizens, its local business and industries, and its willingness to work collaboratively to remain competitive in a global economy.  A few years ago, Southeastern Community College, Iowa Wesleyan College, and Southeast Iowa Regional Planning joined forces with the economic development organizations of Des Moines, Henry, Lee and Louisa Counties to create the Great River Region Partnership (GRRP).  Collectively they secured funds to conduct a study of SEIA by Angelou Economics.  Prior to and as part of the study, community members provided feedback regarding our area.  The findings of the Angelou study were shared in a community forum and followed by actions of the GRRP.  

Significant strides have been made to implement strategies.  A website, www.greatriverregion.com has been created and experiences numerous hits daily.  This highly interactive website highlights our region, gives quick stats, links with each of the seven partners, and provides information regarding our five focus areas: advanced manufacturing; distribution & warehousing; business services; agriculture & food; and creative industries.  
To encourage young professionals (YP) to move to SEIA and remain here, three networking groups have been founded in Burlington, Mt. Pleasant and Keokuk.  YP activities are listed on the website.  To attract new industries to SEIA, our partners have engaged in fourteen marketing trips/events to national and international locations during the past sixteen months.  Internationally, we focused on Italy and Germany due to existing industries from those countries in our region.  These marketing events have resulted in onsite company visits to SEIA and several active prospects.  To assist in marketing the Great River Region, we have developed regional materials, distributed promotional items, and made presentations to regional groups.  Additionally, five task forces involve many citizens in developing and implementing strategies for workforce development, entrepreneurship, and future funding.  Future issues of this column will tell you more about our collaborative efforts to strengthen southeast Iowa.  
Beverly S. Simone

Chair of the Great River Region Partnership 

