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News Release
Thousands Visit Great River Region
The communities in the Great River Region roll out the red carpet for thousands of visitors each year.  Guests enjoy the rich history, charming landscapes, and variety of family friendly activities the region has to offer.  Travel and tourism is a key component to the health of both the state and local economy.  The tourism industry is a $6.3 billion industry in the State of Iowa.

The Economic Impact of Travel on Iowa Counties report was released last month at the annual Iowa Tourism Conference.  The Great River Region is showing growth in all five areas that are evaluated on an annual basis.  The five assessed travel related areas include expenditures, payroll, employment, local sales tax, and state sales tax.  

● The Great River Region generated over $174 million in travel-related 
 
expenditures.


● Travel expenditures directly generated 1,800 jobs in the Great River Region 
with employees earning over $31 million in payroll income.


● Travel related spending in the Great River Region directly generated over $11 
million in tax revenue for federal, state and local governments.

The results of the report show that the region is moving in the right direction.  New attractions and amenities are currently being completed which will only strengthen the tourism industry in the Great River Region.  The addition of new and improved attractions and amenities in the region not only improve the quality of life for citizens, but also assist in attracting visitors to the region.  
The four counties that make up the Great River Region realize the importance of working together and making our destinations more appealing to the potential traveler.  The tourism offices in the region have developed cooperative tourism marketing pieces, regional tour itineraries, and will be attending consumer based tradeshows over the next several months that will help attract new visitors to the region.   

